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CITIES FOR PEOPLE CITIES FOR PEOPLE 











CITY FOR PEOPLE ?CITY FOR PEOPLE ?



All Cities have Traffic 
Departments and perfect 

statistics concerning traffic 
and parking

*

The cars are very visible and 
everpresent in the planning 

proces



Do you know of any Citydepartment for 
pedestrians and public life?

Hardly any City have statistics and data 
concerning the people who use the city

*

The people in the City tends to be very 
invisible and poorly represented in the 

planning proces



MAKING PEOPLE VISIBLE
IN THE PLANNING PROCES

Is urgently needed!



1900 to 2000: 1900 to 2000: From From 
nessesary nessesary toto optional activities optional activities inin the the PublicPublic SpacesSpaces

Will occur only if good 
quality is provided

Will occur regardless of 
the quality provided



Some 10 reasons why a pedestrian 
& public life policy is needed in the 

21 century



Transport dimension

Getting from A to B  - simple, cheap, low noise



Work Dimension  
compassion for those who have to be on the streets



Sustainability dimension

* sustainable                                                   
* cheap                                                         
* healthy                                                       
* no emissions/pollution                                   
* takes up very little space                                    
* simple infrastructures                                   
* needed for efficient public transportation



Health dimension



Recreational dimension

Urban recreation - where the presence  
of other people are the special attraction





Social dimension
The City as meetingplace !

From the biggest city events to just seeing and hearing 
other people in the public spaces



People watching                                      
- the number one attraction in any city



Always a two-way contact: 
To watch and be watched



“Man is man’s greatest joy”
(Old Icelandic saying)



Information & learning
dimension



Democratic dimension 
”Open Society” dimension

Danse his sort her





Friendly, safe city 
dimension





Sheer fun dimension   -
”a general human dimension”





MAKING PEOPLE VISIBLE
IN THE PLANNING PROCES

SUPPORTING A POLICY TO PROMOTE 
WALKING AN PUBLIC LIFE





Three 
traditional uses 
of Public Space

Market

Meeting

Acces / Connections



Four different 
types of Cities

• The traditional city
• The invaded city
• The abandoned city
• The reconqered city



The traditional city



The invaded city







The Invaded city, will 
typically experience a 
gradual detoriation of 
the public environment!

Case story:

The Railway Park  
Stockholm, Sweden 
1942 and 1972

(It is stil called the  
Railway Park, even if the 
trees are now painted on 
the surfaces under the 
freeway spagetti)               
(Note:                                              
Still unchanged as of last week)





The abandoned city





PUBLIC LIFE IF GOOD QUALITY IS NOT PROVIDED



Or ............                      
-Running for your Life -
every Lunchtime!

”Houston -the City with the 
fattest people of the World”



A A fully mecanized worldfully mecanized world!!





””Park´n Park´n Sweat structureSweat structure”, Atlanta, Georgia      ”, Atlanta, Georgia      
(7 (7 stories of Parking stories of Parking +  2 +  2 stories of stories of Fitness)Fitness)



The reconquered city



**Willingnes Willingnes to put to put constraints constraints 
to to the vehicular trafficthe vehicular traffic

*realisation *realisation of the importance of the importance 
of of public public lifelife



**increasing emphasis increasing emphasis 
on sustainability on sustainability and and 

environmentaly environmentaly 
friendly friendly modes modes of of 

transporttransport

**instead of instead of 3 3 cars cars 
with with 4 4 people you people you 
may may have a have a tram tram 

with with 326!326!

(Freiburg,(Freiburg,GermanyGermany))



9 reconquered Cities

• Barcelona
• Lyon
• Strasbourg
• Freiburg
• Copenhagen
• Portland
• Curitiba
• Cordoba
• Melbourne



INVITATIONS INVITATIONS 

TO TO 

THE CITYTHE CITY



More Roads = More Traffic 









London  – Congestion Charge 2003

Congestion charge area-24 square kilometers 
19% reduction of traffic during the first year





Better conditions for bicycling = more bicyclists



-on a citywide network of bicycle lanes
Bicycling in Copenhagen

-open to age groups 5-85+





Mother in law:Age 85

Age 92



MODAL SPLIT:                  
1/3  go to work on bicycle
1/3 use car 
1/3 use public transport

100% more bicycling in Copenhagen from 1990 to 2004





Latest News::

“Wider Bicycle 
Paths” now 
approved by the 
City Council

(Date: 3 June 05)



Better quality public spaces 
= 

more pedestrians and more public life

Champs-Èlysèes, Paris 1992 
Before After 



before                                                 after



Copenhagen: 
1.3 million (region)

From traffic place to people place 



Strøget (main street)
pedestrianized 1962 



In 1962 all 18 squares were parking lots 
- now they are all people squares 



The development of pedestrian areas in the city 
from 1962…….7 times more People Space! 



Public Space-Public Life Surweys: Copenhagen 1968, 1985, 1995 (+2005)



Many more People are walking in the city



4 times more people 
spend time in the city



More people, more time spent, longer days          
& and much longer season



The lesson from Copenhagen: 
(and many other cities surveyed)

If public spaces of good quality are provided 
- they will eagerly be used 



Melbourne, - 3 mio. Inh.



The Age   c. 1980





67%67%







clear structure





extent of bluestone paving in 
2004

variety 
versus 

consistency







public art works 
and monuments   2004

traditional statue (monument)
public art
fountain / water feature
temporary art installation

variety 
versus 

consistency







street trees
since 1993 

variety 
versus 

consistency



variety 
versus 

consistency1992 2005

pre 1992

2005

1992 2005

1992 2005



Pedestrian traffic weekdays daytime: +40%

Pedestrian traffic evening: Doubled

Stationary activities : 3-4 times more



Melbourne: Pedestrian traffic in Bourke St  & Swanston St. on summer weekday in 1993 &  2004.

Comparrison  with major streets in Adelaide (2002), London (2003) and Copenhagen (1995)



Melburne 
-looks like any city in the new World



-but when it comes to street life and ambience 
it has by now a distinct touch of -say- Paris



GOOD LUCK SEATTLE
in your ongoing work 

-towards reconquering your city



9 reconquered Cities

• Barcelona
• Lyon
• Strasbourg
• Freiburg
• Copenhagen
• Portland
• Curitiba
• Cordoba
• Melbourne

A Heartfelt 
Welcome 

to 
SEATTLE















There is much more to walking -than walking!

A mode  of transport - but with a potential for much more      
-and the ”much more” is by far the more interesting part!



NESSESARY ACTIVITIES

-the purposeful daily activities, what you have to do!

(goes on under all conditions, regardless of the physical 
conditions offered)





OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

What you like to do, Recreational activities, Urban recreation, 

(highly dependent on the quality of the physical environment)







SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
The City as meetingplace !

From the biggest city events to just seeing and hearing 
other people in the public spaces



People watching - the number one attraction in any city



“Man is man’s greatest joy” 
(Old Icelandic saying)



Always a two-way contact: 
To watch and be watched















However, is there a use for public space 
in the present-day electronic world? 



80

Changing life patterns
Life-spans are now 
longer and more 
varied than ever 
before

60

40
Retirement
Working life
Leisure
Education 20

One in three 25 to 60 year olds 
live alone

(from Richard Rogers: Cities for a small Planet)

0





New Challenges:

Smaller households / New household types 
- fewer oportunities for meeting others!



Life is becoming more and more privatized

• Private homes
• Private computers
• Private cars
• Private offices
+ less public exposure!



We need the city as a meeting place 
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